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Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church 
March 17, 2024 

 Fifth Sunday in Lent 

 

 
ALL ARE WELCOME HERE! 

Gospel in Action:  Caring for all God’s children, we shall serve 

God through worship, learning, and sharing. 

 
Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church 

32747 Lake Road 

Avon Lake, Ohio 44012 

440-933-6263 
 

celc.mainoffice@gmail.com  www.christlutheranavonlake.org 

Interim Pastor: Rev. Laura Kuntz 

Office Administrator: Heather Nordman 

Organist: Randi Smarsh Custodians: Bill Higgins and Beth Lecorchick 

Sanctuary and Bell Choirs: Johanna Markko 
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ORDER OF WORSHIP 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

PRELUDE    

The congregation is invited to stand. 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who writes the law on our hearts, who 

draws all people together through Jesus. 

C: Amen. 

P: Held in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one 

another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

P: Holy God, 

C: We confess that we are caught in snares of sin and cannot break free. We 

hoard resources while our neighbors are hungry and cold. We speak in ways 

that silence others. We are silent when we should speak up. We keep score in 

our hearts. We let hurts grow into hatred. For all these things and for sins only 

you know, forgive us, Lord. Amen. 

P: Here is a flood of grace: Out of love for the whole world, God draws near to us, 

breaks every snare of sin, washes away our wrongs, and restores the promise of life 

through ☩ Jesus Christ. 

C: Amen. 

 
GATHERING HYMN 
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GREETING 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all.            

C: And also with you. 

 

KYRIE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: O God, with steadfast love you draw us to yourself, and in mercy you receive our 

prayers. Strengthen us to bring forth the fruits of the Spirit, that through life and death we 

may live in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

The congregation is invited to sit. 

 

CHILDREN’S SERMON  

 

Children dismissed for Sunday School. 

 

FIRST LESSON  Jeremiah 31:31-34 

L: The first lesson is from Jeremiah, the 31st chapter. 
31The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant with the 

house of Israel and the house of Judah. 32It will not be like the covenant that I made with 

their ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a 

covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, says the LORD. 33But this is the 

covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the LORD: I will 

put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they 

shall be my people. 34No longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other, “Know 

the LORD,” for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the LORD; 

for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more. 

L: The word of the Lord! 

C: Thanks be to God! 

 
PSALM 51:1-12 

TONE 
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REFRAIN 

 
 
 1Have mercy on me, O God, according to your | steadfast love; 

  in your great compassion blot out | my offenses. 

 2Wash me through and through | from my wickedness, 

  and cleanse me | from my sin. 

 3For I know | my offenses, 

  and my sin is ev- | er before me. 

 4Against you only have I sinned and done what is evil | in your sight; 

  so you are justified when you speak and right | in your judgment. R 

 5Indeed, I was born | steeped in wickedness, 

  a sinner from my | mother’s womb. 

 6Indeed, you delight in truth | deep within me, 

  and would have me know wisdom | deep within. 

 7Remove my sins with hyssop, and I | shall be clean; 

  wash me, and I shall be pur- | er than snow. 

 8Let me hear | joy and gladness; 

  that the body you have broken | may rejoice. R 

 9Hide your face | from my sins, 

  and blot out | all my wickedness. 

 10Create in me a clean | heart, O God, 

  and renew a right spir- | it within me. 

 11Cast me not away | from your presence, 

  and take not your Holy Spir- | it from me. 

 12Restore to me the joy of | your salvation 

  and sustain me with your boun- | tiful Spirit. R 
 

SECOND LESSON  Hebrews 5:5-10 

L: The second lesson is from Hebrews, the 5th chapter. 
5Christ did not glorify himself in becoming a high priest, but was appointed by the one who 

said to him, “You are my Son, today I have begotten you”; 6as he says also in another place, 

“You are a priest forever, according to the order of Melchizedek.” 7In the days of his flesh, 

Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud cries and tears, to the one who was 

able to save him from death, and he was heard because of his reverent 
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submission. 8Although he was a Son, he learned obedience through what he suffered; 9and 

having been made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation for all who obey 

him, 10having been designated by God a high priest according to the order of Melchizedek. 

L: The word of the Lord! 

C: Thanks be to God! 

The congregation is invited to stand. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
Only the cantor sings the second part below. 

 
Unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains a | single grain;* but if it 

dies, it | bears much fruit. (John 12:24) 

 

GOSPEL John 12:20-33 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 12th chapter. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord! 
20Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some Greeks. 21They came 

to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, “Sir, we wish to see 

Jesus.” 22Philip went and told Andrew; then Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus. 23Jesus 

answered them, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. 24Very truly, I tell 

you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a single grain; but 

if it dies, it bears much fruit. 25Those who love their life lose it, and those who hate their 

life in this world will keep it for eternal life. 26Whoever serves me must follow me, and 

where I am, there will my servant be also. Whoever serves me, the Father will 

honor.27“Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say—‘Father, save me from this 

hour’? No, it is for this reason that I have come to this hour. 28Father, glorify your name.” 

Then a voice came from heaven, “I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.” 29The 

crowd standing there heard it and said that it was thunder. Others said, “An angel has 

spoken to him.” 30Jesus answered, “This voice has come for your sake, not for mine. 31Now 

is the judgment of this world; now the ruler of this world will be driven out. 32And I, when 

I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.” 33He said this to indicate the 

kind of death he was to die. 

P: The gospel of the Lord!  

C: Praise to you, O Christ! 

The congregation is invited to sit. 
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SERMON          Pastor Laura Kuntz 

 

The congregation is invited to stand. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY 

 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe 

in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 

was buried; he descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again; he 

ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will 

come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy 

catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.  
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

A: Trusting in God’s promise to reconcile all things, let us pray for the church, the 

well-being of creation, and a world in need. 

A brief silence. 

A: God of the covenant, through the church you draw us into community. We give 

thanks for the means of grace around which we gather. Inspire writers, musicians, 

and artists whose creative gifts adorn our worship. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 

A: God of all that exists, you lavish the earth with extravagant beauty. Preserve the 

rich and complex diversity of living things. Support local, national, and international 

efforts to protect the environment for future generations. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 

A: God of the nations, you desire peace and plenty for all people. Defend those who 

challenge oppression and expose corruption. Support advocates for human rights, 

social justice, and the welfare of children. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 

A: God of good will, you restore what is broken. We pray for any experiencing 

estrangement, conflict, or abuse in families and intimate relationships. Protect and 

comfort all who are vulnerable, especially those living in institutions. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 

A: God of every time and place, you are with us. Support ministries of prayer and 

presence in this congregation. Move us to reach out to any who are homebound, 

lonely, grieving, in treatment, or ill especially those we say aloud or silently in our 

hearts... Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 

A: God of promise, we give thanks for the saints whose faith inspires us. Grant us 

faith to trust in your everlasting love. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 

A: We pray for this community of faith and for its Call Committee. For your wisdom 

and love. Give us holy indifference that we may be indifferent to our own will. 

Through your Holy Spirit, help us to be unwilling to do anything but your will. Give 

us patience and guidance as we seek to know what you would like us to do. Bless all 

that we do, so that we can do what you bless. Hear us, O God.  

C: Your mercy is great. 

P: Accompany us on our journey, God of grace, and receive the prayers of our hearts, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

C: Amen. 
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SHARING OF THE PEACE 

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: And also with you.  

 

The congregation is invited to sit. 

 

OFFERING   “Let Us Break Bread Together”  Bell Choir  

 

The congregation is invited to stand. 

 

OFFERING PRAYER         

P: Let us pray. Jesus, you are the bread of life and the host of this meal. Bless these 

gifts that we have gathered that all people may know your goodness. Feed us not only 

with this holy food but with hunger for justice and peace. We pray this in your name. 

C: Amen. 

 

DIALOGUE 

 
 

PREFACE 

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus 

Christ. You call your people to cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the 

paschal feast, that, renewed in the gift of baptism, we may come to the fullness of 

your grace. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the 

hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 



10 
 

 
 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

P: God of our weary years, God of our silent tears, you have brought us this far along 

the way. In times of bitterness you did not abandon us, but guided us into the path of 

love and light. In every age you sent prophets to make known your loving will for all 

humanity. The cry of the poor has become your own cry; our hunger and thirst for 

justice is your own desire. In the fullness of time, you sent your chosen servant to 

preach good news to the afflicted, to break bread with the outcast and despised, and 

to ransom those in bondage to prejudice and sin. In the night in which he was 

betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his 

disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 

remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it 

for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and 

all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. For as often 

as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup we proclaim the Lord’s death until he 

comes. 

C: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

P: Remembering, therefore, his death and resurrection, we await the day when Jesus 

shall return to free all the earth from the bonds of slavery and death. Come, Lord 

Jesus! And let the church say, Amen. 

C: Amen. 
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P: Send your Holy Spirit, our advocate, to fill the hearts of all who share this bread 

and cup with courage and wisdom to pursue love and justice in all the world. 

Come, Spirit of freedom! And let the church say, Amen. 

C: Amen. 

P: Join our prayers and praise with your prophets and martyrs of every age, that, 

rejoicing in the hope of the resurrection, we might live in the freedom and hope of 

your Son. Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory 

and honor is yours, almighty Father, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

LORD'S PRAYER          Bell Choir  

Words printed below for reflection.        

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 

glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

LAMB OF GOD  

 
 

 

The congregation is invited to sit. 



12 
 

COMMUNION  
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The congregation is invited to stand. 

 

POST COMMUNION BLESSING 

P: May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen and keep you in his 

grace. 

C: Amen. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

P: Let us pray, 

C: Generous God, at this table we have tasted your immeasurable grace. As 

grains of wheat are gathered into one bread, now make us one loaf to feed the 

world; in the name of Jesus, the Bread of life. Amen. 
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BLESSING            

P: Beloved, we are God’s own people, holy, washed, renewed. God bless you and 

keep you, shower you with mercy, fill you with courage, and ☩ give you peace. 

C: Amen. 

 

SENDING HYMN 

 

 
 

DISMISSAL             

P: Go in peace. Christ is with you.  

C: Thanks be to God. 

 
Liturgical texts, music and Psalm from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright ©2024 Augsburg Fortress. Reprinted under License #SAS103657.Bible readings from New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 8022, 

Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Reprinted by permission.  Now the Feast and Celebration liturgical music reprinted under ONELICENSE.NET, 

License #A-718405. Hymns and song texts are reprinted under ONELICENSE.NET, License #A-718405, and/or CCLI, License #2032159. All items not covered above are ©2022, Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church, All 

rights reserved. 
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2024 Lent Schedule  

Palm Sunday- 10 A.M. March 24th 

Maundy Thursday- 5:30 P.M. March 28th Children, youth, and their families are 

invited to bake bread before the service. Gather at 5:30 and meet in the kitchen. 

Maundy Thursday- 7 P.M. March 28th 

Good Friday Cross walk- 5 P.M. at St. Joseph’s Catholic Church 32929 Lake Rd. 

Good Friday- 7 P.M. March 29th 

Easter Morning- 10 A.M. March 31st Bring cut flowers from your yard or purchase 

some cut flowers to be used to decorate the flowering cross! Bring them to the cross 

in front of the Altar by 9:45 on Easter morning to be included for the service.  

Sunday Mornings Feb 18th- March 24th 9 AM Special Lent activities for all 

ages!  Each week will include: Breakfast treats and drinks. A bible verse to meditate 

on, memorize and questions to discuss. An activity, craft or art to work on. 
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