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Sunday, March 24, 2024 

Palm Sunday 

  

WELCOME  TO ALL who have come to worship on this Passion Sunday. As we 

picture our Lord riding into Jerusalem, we see into his near future; his last supper 

with the disciples; his suffering and death on the cross. But beyond that, we see the 

empty tomb which proves Christ’s triumph over death for us. Let us recall these 

things as we go about our lives this Holy Week. 
 

ALL ARE WELCOME HERE! 

Gospel in Action:  Caring for all God’s children, we shall serve 

God through worship, learning, and sharing. 
 

Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church 

32747 Lake Road 
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ORDER OF WORSHIP 

 

Our Service This Morning Begins In the Gathering Area 

 

GATHERING 

P: Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 

C: Hosanna in the highest! 

 

PROCESSIONAL GOSPEL LUKE 19:28-40 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 19th chapter. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord! 

P: 28After he had said this, [Jesus] went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem. 29When he had 

come near Bethphage and Bethany, at the place called the Mount of Olives, he sent two of 

the disciples, 30saying, “Go into the village ahead of you, and as you enter it you will find 

tied there a colt that has never been ridden. Untie it and bring it here. 31If anyone asks you, 

‘Why are you untying it?’ just say this, ‘The Lord needs it.’ ”32So those who were sent 

departed and found it as he had told them. 33As they were untying the colt, its owners asked 

them, “Why are you untying the colt?” 34They said, “The Lord needs it.” 35Then they 

brought it to Jesus; and after throwing their cloaks on the colt, they set Jesus on it. 36As he 

rode along, people kept spreading their cloaks on the road. 37As he was now approaching 

the path down from the Mount of Olives, the whole multitude of the disciples began to 

praise God joyfully with a loud voice for all the deeds of power that they had 

seen, 38saying, “Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord! Peace in heaven, 

and glory in the highest heaven!” 39Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to him, 

“Teacher, order your disciples to stop.” 40He answered, “I tell you, if these were silent, the 

stones would shout out.” 

P: The Gospel of the Lord! 

C: Praise to you, O Christ! 

 

BLESSING OF THE PALMS 

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

P: Let us pray.  We praise you, O God, for redeeming the world through our Savior Jesus 

Christ. 

C: Today he entered the holy city in triumph and was proclaimed messiah and king 

by those who spread garments and branches along his way. 

P: Bless these branches and those who carry them. 

C: Grant us grace to follow our Lord in the way of the cross, so that, joined to his 

death and resurrection, we enter into life with you; through the same Jesus Christ, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
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HYMN 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY  

P: Let us pray. As we now enter into the contemplation of the passion of our Lord Jesus 

Christ and meditate on the salvation of the world through his sufferings, death, burial, and 

resurrection, let us pray.  Everlasting God, in your endless love for the human race you 

sent our Lord Jesus Christ to take on our nature and to suffer death on the cross. In your 

mercy enable us to share in his obedience to your will and in the glorious victory of his 

resurrection, who lives, and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   

C: Amen. 

The congregation is invited to sit. 

 

CHILDREN’S SERMON  
 

A READING OF THE PASSION NARRATIVE ACCORDING TO      

MARK 14:1-15:47   

Follow along with the insert. 

 

The congregation is invited to stand. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY  
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APOSTLES’ CREED 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in 

Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born 

of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and 

the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  

Amen.  

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

A: Led by Christ in our journey of repentance and moved by his compassion, let us pray 

for the church, those in need, and all of God's creation. 

A brief silence 

A: Be with all who wave palm branches and walk the road to the cross. For the mission of 

the gospel where your church is forgotten, for disciples wrestling with betrayal, for all who 

seek the Lord, let us pray. 

C: Have mercy, O God. 

A: Renew the waters of the earth and restore us to right relationship with all creation. For 

villages without access to clean water, for cities with an abundance, for flood lands and 

drought lands, let us pray. 

C: Have mercy, O God. 

A: End human trafficking in every nation. For children taken from their families, for men 

and women without hope, for governments and nonprofits seeking resolutions, let us pray. 

C: Have mercy, O God. 

A: Comfort the afflicted. For those imprisoned, for those waiting on death row, for all 

overwhelmed by sorrow, and for all who live with disease, chronic pain, and anxiety in 

this world especially those we name aloud or silently in our hearts… let us pray. 

C: Have mercy, O God. 

A: Enrich the children and youth of our congregation with an abundance of your Spirit. 

For each child in our community, for parents and guardians, for confirmation mentors 

and faith formation leaders, let us pray. 

C: Have mercy, O God. 

A: Sustain the weary. For all who mourn, for all who yearn to be with you in paradise, for 

funeral home staff, for hospital chaplains and grief counselors, let us pray. 

C: Have mercy, O God. 

P: Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your 

mercy; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

C: Amen. 
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PEACE 

P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 

 

OFFERING  

 
OFFERING PRAYER 

P: Let us pray.  Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things.  Through your goodness you 

have blessed us with these gifts: ourselves, our time, and our possessions.  Use us, and 

what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave 

himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen. 

 

DIALOGUE 
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PREFACE 

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ, 

whose suffering and death gave salvation to all. You gather your people around the tree of 

the cross, transforming death into life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church 

on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

P: God of our weary years, God of our silent tears, you have brought us this far along the 

way. In times of bitterness you did not abandon us, but guided us into the path of love and 

light. In every age you sent prophets to make known your loving will for all humanity. The 

cry of the poor has become your own cry; our hunger and thirst for justice is your own 

desire. In the fullness of time, you sent your chosen servant to preach good news to the 

afflicted, to break bread with the outcast and despised, and to ransom those in bondage to 

prejudice and sin. In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and 

gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, 

given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, 

gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup we proclaim the Lord’s death 

until he comes. 

C: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
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P: Remembering, therefore, his death and resurrection, we await the day when Jesus shall 

return to free all the earth from the bonds of slavery and death. Come, Lord Jesus! And let 

the church say, Amen. 

C: Amen. 

P: Send your Holy Spirit, our advocate, to fill the hearts of all who share this bread and cup 

with courage and wisdom to pursue love and justice in all the world. 

Come, Spirit of freedom! And let the church say, Amen. 

C: Amen. 

P: Join our prayers and praise with your prophets and martyrs of every age, that, rejoicing 

in the hope of the resurrection, we might live in the freedom and hope of your Son. Through 

him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and honor is yours, almighty 

Father, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

LORD'S PRAYER 
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LAMB OF GOD 

 
The congregation is invited to sit. 

COMMUNION 

The sacrament of Holy Communion is celebrated today.  All who believe that with the 

bread and the wine we receive the body and blood of Christ for the forgiveness of sins, 

life and salvation are invited to come forward and commune.  Children who do not yet 

commune are welcome to come forward to receive a blessing from the pastor. 
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The congregation is invited to stand. 

POST COMMUNION BLESSING 

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and keep you in his grace. 

C: Amen. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

A: Let us pray.   

C: Compassionate God, you have fed us with the bread of heaven. Sustain us in our 

Lenten pilgrimage: may our fasting be hunger for justice; our alms, a making of 

peace; and our prayer, the song of grateful hearts, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 

and Lord. Amen. 

 

BLESSING 

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord's face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. 

C: Amen. 

 

SENDING HYMN   (vs 4 is instrumental only) 
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DISMISSAL 

P: Go in peace.  Serve in love. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
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