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ORDER OF WORSHIP

ANNOUNCEMENTS

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, the wellspring of grace, our Easter and
our joy.

C: Amen.

P: Look, here is water!

C: Here is our water of life! Alleluia!

P: Immersed in the promises of baptism, let us give thanks for what God has done for
us. We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your voice thundered over the
deep and water became the essence of life. Adam and Eve beheld Eden’s verdant
rivers. The ark carried your creation through the flood into a new day. Miriam led the
dancing as your people passed through the sea into freedom’s land. In a desert pool
the Ethiopian official entered your boundless baptismal life. Look, here is water!

C: Here is our water of life! Alleluia!

P: At the river your beloved Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy
Spirit. By the baptism of Jesus’ death and resurrection you opened the floodgates of
your reconciling love, freeing us to live as Easter people. We rejoice with glad hearts,
giving all honor and praise to you, through the risen Christ, our source of living water,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.

C: Amen.

P: Look, here is water!

C: Here is our water of life! Alleluia!



GATHERING HYMN
369 Christ the Lord Is Risen Today; Alleluia!
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1 Christ the Lord is ris’n to - day; Al - le - Iu - ial
2 For the sheep the Lamb has bled, Al - le - lu - ial
3 Christ,the vic - tim un - de - filed, Al - le - lu - ia!
4 Chris-tians, on this ho - ly  day, Al - le - lJu - ial
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Chris-tians, has - ten on your way; Al - le - lu - ia!
sin - less in the sin - ner’s stead. Al - le - lu - ia!
God and sin - ners rec - on - ciled, Al - le - lu - ia!
all  your grate-ful hom - age pay; Al - le - lu - ial
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of - fer praise with love re - plete, Al - le - lu - ia!
Christ the Lord is ris’n  on high; Al - le - lu - ia!
when con-tend - ing  death and life, Al - le - lu - ia!
Christ the Lord is ris’'n  on high; Al - le - lu - ia!
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at the pas - chal vic - tim’s feet. Al - le - Iu - ial
now he lives, no more to die. Al - le - lu - ia!
met in strange and awe - some strife. Al - le - Iu - ia!
now he lives, no more to die. Al - le - lu - ia!

: Pl or i dogpr!

Text: attr. Wipo of Burgundy, d. c. 1050; tr. Jane E. Leeson, 1807-1882, alt. LLANFAIR
Music: Robert Williams, 1781-1821 77 77 and alleluias




GREETING

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: Let us pray. Almighty God, with joy we celebrate the day of our Lord’s
resurrection. By the grace of Christ among us, enable us to show the power of the
resurrection in all that we say and do, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

FIRST LESSON Acts 4:32-35

L: The first lesson is from Acts, the 4" chapter.

32Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one
claimed private ownership of any possessions, but everything they owned was held
in common. 33With great power the apostles gave their testimony to the resurrection
of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all. 3*There was not a needy person
among them, for as many as owned lands or houses sold them and brought the
proceeds of what was sold. ®*They laid it at the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed
to each as any had need.

L: The word of the Lord!

C: Thanks be to God!

PSALM 133
'How good and how pleasant it is,
when kindred live together in unity!
21t is like fine oil upon the head, flowing down upon the beard,
upon the beard of Aaron, flowing down upon the collar of his robe.
31t is like the dew of Hermon flowing down upon the hills of Zion.
For there the LORD has commanded the blessing: life forevermore.



SECOND LESSON 1 John 1:1—2:2

L: The second lesson is from 1 John, the 1%t and 2" chapters.

'We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have
seen with our eyes, what we have looked at and touched with our hands, concerning
the word of life—2this life was revealed, and we have seen it and testify to it, and
declare to you the eternal life that was with the Father and was revealed to us—3we
declare to you what we have seen and heard so that you also may have fellowship
with us; and truly our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. “We
are writing these things so that our joy may be complete. °This is the message we
have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light and in him there is no
darkness at all. 61f we say that we have fellowship with him while we are walking in
darkness, we lie and do not do what is true; “but if we walk in the light as he himself
is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son
cleanses us from all sin. 8If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the
truth is not in us. °If we confess our sins, he who is faithful and just will forgive us
our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. °If we say that we have not sinned,
we make him a liar, and his word is not in us. 2*My little children, | am writing these
things to you so that you may not sin. But if anyone does sin, we have an advocate
with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; 2and he is the atoning sacrifice for our
sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world.

L: The word of the Lord!

C: Thanks be to God!



GOSPEL John 20:19-31

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 20" chapter.

C: Glory to you, O Lord!

YWhen it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the
house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and
stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 2°After he said this, he showed
them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the
Lord. ?!Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I
send you.” ?When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive
the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain
the sins of any, they are retained.”?*But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of
the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. 2°So the other disciples told him,
“We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in
his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, | will
not believe.” 26A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was
with them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said,
“Peace be with you.” ?’Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my
hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but
believe.” 2®Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” ?°Jesus said to him,
“Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen
and yet have come to believe.” *°Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of
his disciples, which are not written in this book. 3!But these are written so that you
may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through
believing you may have life in his name.

P: The gospel of the Lord!

C: Praise to you, O Christ!

SERMON Pastor Laura Kuntz



HYMN OF THE DAY
386 O Sons and Daughters, Let Us Sing
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1 O sons and daugh - ters, let us sing
2 That Eas - ter morn, at break of day,
3 An an - gel clad in white they see,
4 That night thea - pos - tles met in fear;
Insert stanzas 5-8 if desired.
9 On this most ho - ly day of days,
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with heav’'n - ly hosts to Christ our king:
the faith - ful wom - en went their ~ way
who  sits and speaks un - to the three,
a - mong them came their mas - ter dear,
be laud and ju - bi - lee and praise:
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to - day the grave has lost its sting! Al-le-Iu - ial
to seek the tomb where Je - sus lay. Al-le-lu - ia!

“Your Lord will go to Gal - i - lee” Al-le-1lu - ial
and said, “My peace be  with you here” Al -le-1lu - ia!

to God your hearts and voic - es raise. Al -le-1Iu - ia!
After the final stanza
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Text: attr. Jean Tisserand, d. 1494; tr.John Mason Neale, 1818-1866, alt. OFILI ET FILIAE

Music: French tune, 15th cent. 8 8 8 with alleluias




NICENE CREED

C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son
of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true
God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through
him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from
heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly
human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death
and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the
scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom
will have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is
worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in
one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the
forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the
world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
A: Rejoicing that Jesus is risen and love has triumphed over fear, let us pray for the
church, the world, and all those in need of good news.

A brief silence.
A: Your church cries out, O God, and you listen. As you drew near to the disciples,
draw near to us this day. Breathe on us your Holy Spirit, that our faith is renewed and
we witness to your love. God of grace,
C: Hear our prayer.
A: Your creation cries out, O God, and you listen. Nurture trees, crops, wildflowers,
and all growing things. Guide farmers, gardeners, arborists, and others who tend the
soil and nurture plants into life. God of grace,
C: Hear our prayer.
A: Your world cries out, O God, and you listen. Guide police, firefighters,
paramedics, and other first responders to work for the well-being of communities and
the dignity of every person, that no one may need to live in fear. God of grace,
C: Hear our prayer.



A: Your children cry out, O God, and you listen. Hear your people crying out for
justice, for an end to racism and other oppression, and for a world where all are fed
and safe. We pray for all who cry out in suffering or pain especially those we say
aloud or silently in our hearts... God of grace,

C: Hear our prayer.

A: Your congregations cry out, O God, and you listen. Renew pastors, deacons,
musicians, and other staff, administrators, and volunteers who facilitated Holy Week
and Easter worship. Open our hearts to discern where God calls each of us to serve.
God of grace,

C: Hear our prayer.

A: Accept our gratitude, O God, for the lives of those who now rest in you. Grant us
your peace amid our fears. God of grace,

C: Hear our prayer.

A: We pray for this community of faith and for its Call Committee. For your
wisdom and love. Give us holy indifference that we may be indifferent to
our own will. Through your Holy Spirit, help us to be unwilling to do anything but
your will. Give us patience and guidance as we seek to know what you would like us
to do. Bless all that we do, so that we can do what you bless. God of grace,

C: Hear our prayer.

P: Into your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting
in your abiding love; through Jesus Christ, our resurrected and living Lord.

C: Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: And also with you.

OFFERING PRAYER

P: Let us pray. Risen One, you call us to believe and bear fruit. May the gifts that we
offer here be signs of your abiding love. Form us to be your witnesses in the world,
through Jesus Christ, our true vine.

C: Amen.



LORD'S PRAYER

P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread,;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

BLESSING

P: Alleluia! Christ is risen!

C: Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!

P: The God of resurrection power, the Christ of unending joy, and the Spirit of
Easter hope F bless you now and always.

C: Amen.

SENDING HYMN

537 On Our Way Rejoicing
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1 On our way re - joic - ing glad - ly let us go.

2 Un - to God the Fa - ther joy - ful songs we sing;
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Christ our Lord has con - quered;
un - to God the Sav - ior

van - quished is the  foe.
thank - ful hearts we  bring;
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Text: John S.B. Monsell, 1811-1875, alt.
Music: Frances R. Havergal, 1836-1879

DISMISSAL

P: Go in Peace. Share the good news.

C: Thanks be to God.
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